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MISTER MC: Eight-time Austin Hip-Hop Artist of the
Year MC Overlord performs with Boombox Thursday
night at LucyÕs San Marcos.
BOOMBOX ATX: Carlos Sosa, Southwest Texas State 
alumnus, plays the saxophone for Austin based Boombox
Thursday night at LucyÕs San Marcos.
 

 

 BoomBox MP3 Download  

Boombox ATX jams in the SMTX

 

By Maira Garcia
The University Star

The first time Carlos Sosa played a show with MC Overlord, he was worried.

ÒI mean we were college kids Ñ  the horn section,Ó Sosa said.

Sosa said the group performed at what was then the only black club in Austin, Cactus Nation. 

ÒSo the horn section, of course we are all Mexican, but weÕre not black,Ó he said. ÒWe walked in
thinking that we were going to get our asses kicked, but then we started playing with (MC Overlord).

ÒThen everybody on the horn section started playing with É  Ian Moore, Stevie Ray Vaughn and Bob
Schneider.Ó

Since then, Sosa, a Southwest Texas State University alumnus, has teamed up with a number of big 
name artists such as Jason Mraz and Blues Traveler, winning Grammys in the process. While Sosa 
has been behind the scenes in the past, he, along with the rest of his band, is trying to revolutionize 
not just a genre, but music in general. 

ÒA lot of hip hop now is just beats. Manufactured beats,Ó Sosa said. ÒThe whole thing now for us is like
a kind of movement or philosophy. There are few bands that can really play their instruments.Ó

The result is Boombox. The 10-man band, featuring MC Overlord and MC Trey God, a brass section
headed by Sosa called the GrooveLine Horns, a guitarist, bassist, drummer, DJ and keyboardist,
played their first San Marcos show Thursday at LucyÕs San Marcos. 

ÒSo now our recordÕs almost done and we just really decided to get out of town and start playing
around Texas, L.A. and New York and started doing something with it,Ó Sosa said. ÒItÕs too good just to
play every Tuesday night and then disappear.Ó

Boombox has been playing Tuesday nights at the Lucky Lounge on 5th Street in Austin for the past 
three years, according to Sosa. 

ÒThis is my baby, you know. I was in Japan with Rob Thomas and flew back every week just to play
with Boombox and go back,Ó Sosa said. ÒItÕs just a really good thing.Ó 

Ross Tyler, an Austinite who frequents their shows, said the band packs Lucky Lounge. 

ÒThey sell it out every night. They bring the fire marshal in because there are too many people,Ó Tyler
said. ÒThereÕs a line outside the door for them every Tuesday.Ó

MC Overlord, or Donnell Robinson, said Boombox is all about producing great music and bringing 
hip hop back to basics. 

ÒI mean (hip hop) was all about spoken word and real music, which is how it really began,Ó Robinson
said. ÒSo when we put this group together, it was all about bringing all of the core aspects of what
makes music, music. I mean blues, funk, jazz, soul, R&B, hip hop.Ó

Despite the number of personalities on stage, Robinson said the group has great chemistry. Unlike 
other bands in the industry, who only meet when they have to practice and play together, Robinson 
said the band is like a family that understands one another, even if there are disagreements. 

ÒItÕs nothing for us to sit around a table, hang out, talk, joke with one another,Ó he said. ÒItÕs just a
common bond of friends being there for one another and thatÕs whatÕs so cool about it.Ó 

The band, featuring musicians such as drummer Les Fisher, who has played with the likes of Chaka 
Kahn and Janet Jackson, and bassist Brad Houser, who started the New Bohemians, is an 
amalgamation of Austin talent.

ÒThere is so much talent there and we just brought it all together and formed this one unit. ItÕs what
people in the industry would call a super group,Ó Robinson said. ÒYou take these super prime
personalities, put them all together in one unit and it works.Ó 

Robinson and Sosa said their music gets compared to acts such as The Roots and Ozomatli. While these groups inspire the band, Robinson said they want to be unique.

ÒWeÕre not trying to follow anybody elseÕs blue print,Ó Robinson said. ÒWeÕre just trying to be the first Boombox, you know, not the next anything.Ó

So far people believe Boombox is different, Robinson said. He said when people visit Austin from all across the country and see Boombox live, the band is often told they need 
to tour other cities.

ÒYou know, there is nothing like this out there and this is letting us know because we havenÕt had ample opportunity yet to go out and tour the nation,Ó Robinson said. ÒItÕs
coming, but to get that feedback and that warm reception from people who never even heard of us, itÕs really amazing.Ó

Ultimately, Sosa said they want to frequent San Marcos more often and get their name out.

ÒWe just want to people to know we are all about great music and putting on great performances,Ó Sosa said. ÒIf you support us, we will never disappoint you.Ó 
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